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Interviews with Isaiah 

A Series of Special Services for Advent • The Journey 

P:  CUE 17.1—For a few weeks now we’ve been interviewing Isaiah Ben Amoz. He has 
given us insights about God’s light and God’s Spirit. Today we’d like to interview him 
about the journey of faith, but it’s awfully difficult to interview someone who is on the 
move. Apparently a new road has opened and Isaiah is in a rush to get to his 
destination. I’ve been trying to catch up to him all day.   

 
 Wait!  I think I hear Isaiah.  Yes, that’s him, proclaiming the message loudly and clearly. 
 
I:  CUES 17.2-6—(walks from back of church to the pulpit, breathlessly)  
 The desert and the parched land will be glad… 
 the wilderness will rejoice and blossom… 
 be strong, do not fear… 
 your God will come… 
 he will come to save you… 
 the eyes of the blind will be opened…  
 the ears of the deaf unstopped… 
 water will gush forth in the wilderness…  
 streams in the desert…  
 a highway will be there… 
 it will be called the Way of Holiness… 
 only the redeemed will walk there… 
 and the ransomed of the LORD will return. 
 they will enter Zion with singing… 
 everlasting joy will crown their heads… 
 gladness and joy will overtake them… 
 and sorrow and sighing will flee away.  
 
 Follow me!  Follow me with confidence!  Though you may find yourself in a wilderness 

wasteland, there is hope!  And there is joy! 
 

P:  What’s it like to live in the wilderness, Isaiah? 
 
I:  CUE 17.7—In the desert not much of anything grows and life is lived in the extreme.  

The heat is oppressive.  The sand storms are brutal.  It’s hard to stay clean for more 
than an hour.  Water is the most precious commodity.   

 
P:  It's hard for us modern day Americans to understand that, Isaiah.  Water flows freely from 

our faucets.  Grocery store shelves are stocked with more supply than you could ever 
imagine.  Garden shops grow beautiful plants and flowers.  Wilderness seems so far 
away from our everyday experience. 

 
I:  But you must realize that sometimes “wilderness” is emotional or spiritual. It isn’t the land 
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that’s cracked, it’s your heart. It isn’t the soil that’s parched, it’s your soul. It isn’t the 
physical night that’s so long and dark, it’s the deep darkness of your spirit. Sin makes for 
weak hands, feeble knees and anxious hearts.  
 

  You don’t need to experience a desert to know what wilderness is about. I’m sure you’ve 
had your own forty days—or forty years—of wilderness wandering. You probably know 
wilderness not as a physical place but as the place that is filled with anxiety; the place 
that is filled with insecurity; the place that is filled with fear. It might be family, or health, 
or simply trying to make sense out of life. 

 
P:  The children of Israel knew all about wilderness wandering long before we did, didn’t 

they? 
 
I:  Oh, you betcha!  And they didn’t like it at all!  While they were out there they complained 

to Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said, “Why are you so 
ungrateful? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people were thirsty, so they grumbled to 
Moses even more: “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to make us and our children and 
our livestock literally die of thirst?” 

 
P:  That’s the problem when people don’t understand why they have to go through trouble 

in life. The Children of Israel thought they would go directly from the slavery of Egypt 
right to the land of “milk and honey.”  They didn’t expect a forty-year detour in the 
wilderness.  But there was no way to get to the Promised Land except by way of the 
desert wilderness. 

 
I:  (walks to back of church) But joy for the Christian comes even in the wilderness 

through the forgiveness of sins won by the Messiah, the Savior, Jesus, who paved the 
way to glory in the wilderness of this world by his life, death and resurrection. 

 
CUES 17.8-12—(walks from back of church to the pulpit, vigorously)  
 The desert and the parched land will be glad… 
 the wilderness will rejoice and blossom… 
 be strong, do not fear… 
 your God will come… 
 he will come to save you… 
 the eyes of the blind will be opened…  
 the ears of the deaf unstopped… 
 water will gush forth in the wilderness…  
 streams in the desert…  
 a highway will be there… 
 it will be called the Way of Holiness… 
 only the redeemed will walk there… 
 and the ransomed of the LORD will return. 
 they will enter Zion with singing… 
 everlasting joy will crown their heads… 
 gladness and joy will overtake them… 
 and sorrow and sighing will flee away.  
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P:  What is this road that you are on, Isaiah? 
 
I:  CUE 17.13—I’m on my way to Zion, the ultimate Promised Land, on the road that has 

been constructed for me and for you as well. I’m on the “Way of Holiness,” constructed 
by the Messiah, the Savior, Jesus.  He even called himself “The Way.”  Jesus is the Way 
of Holiness.  He took care of everything for us.  He straightened out the deadly curves of 
temptation and filled in the potholes of sin.  He tore down the billboards of distractions 
and made it a one-way road to heaven.  Then he put the redeemed, you and me, on it.  

 
P:  I wanted to ask you about that word, Isaiah.  What do you mean when you say that CUE 

17.14— “only the redeemed will walk there”? 
 
I:  I’m so glad you picked up on that.  When I wrote about all this I used a special word to 

describe God’s people. I called them the redeemed. It comes from the Hebrew word 
“go’el.”  The “go’el” is the one who redeems, the one who intervenes on behalf of 
someone else.  The Messiah, the Savior, Jesus, is your “go’el,” your Redeemer, who 
took your place under God’s law, keeping it perfectly FOR you.  He then took YOUR 
punishment for your sins on the cross, suffering, bleeding, dying there FOR you.  He 
redeemed you, bought you back for God.  Through the means of grace, he has put you 
on the Way of Holiness, the way to heaven. 

 
P:  Isaiah, please tell us more about this Way of Holiness. 
 
I:  Well, I am on the road called the Way of Holiness, and so are you.  It is a toll-road that 

has already been paid for by the blood of the One about to be born in Bethlehem. It is a 
road reserved for those whose sins have been forgiven. It is a road where there is 
gladness.  It is a road where sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  It is a road where there 
may not always be “happiness,” but there is always the joy of the Lord.  It is the road that 
leads to Zion, the Promised Land of eternal life, where wilderness is no more, where 
blossoms are abundant, where the singing of saints and angels knows no bounds.  
(Walks to back of church.)  It is there that we will see the glory of the Lord and the 
majesty of our God.  Glory and joy await!  Farewell.  And blessings! 

 
P:  Thank you, Isaiah.  See you next week.  The Thank-offering will now be gathered. 
 
 
 


